Mulicunural event
-

-

Greg Peoples,
dean of stu
dents, and
Betty King,
dean of the
College of
Health and
Human Ser
vices, present a
ceremonial
mission
statement and
key to Shelley
Wilson, new
director of
EMU's
Multicultural
Center.
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Multicultural center has new director, location

8

4

9

U N I V E R SI T Y

9

9

9

News for
Eastern Michigan
Faculty and Staff

ers. There are a number of
groups on campus that focus
on students of color. We want
to help them get started and
help be effective."
Wilson said she hopes to
accomplish those goals by
developing a wide array of
programs. "If you offer a lot
of different programs then you
are more likely to have some
thing that everyone can con
nect to."
Making connections on
campus and in the community
is another important goal of
Wilson's.
"My other goal is to form
coalitions across campus. I
have always felt that we have
tremendous resources in terms
of people on campus," Wil
son said.
She is already working
with The Learning Center,
Campus Life Programs and
the Dean of Students Office.
"It's my tum to make a
contribution to this area. I'm
looking forward to it," she
said.

three categories.
"The Center for Multicul
tural Affairs provides work
shops, activities, speakers and
other programs and services
for the EMU community. We
address the quality of life for
these students," Wilson said
of the center. ''The other part
is that we help make up the
community and we want to
contribute to it."
"It's a real challenge not to
get pushed aside when you
are not as large as the major
ity," Wilson said. "The other
side of that is that our events
give people who haven't ex
perienced other cultures the
opportunity to do so."
Wilson already has set
some goals for her area.
"One is to have an active,
relevant and interesting slate
of events. I want our programs
to happen all of the time and
contribute to the life of the
campus and the community,"
Wilson said. ''The other goal
is to establish a mechanism
for developing student lead-

By Ward Mullens
Shelley Wilson admits that
she has always had a few ideas
about programming for the
Center for Multicultural Af
fairs.
"Now it's time for me to
put my energies where my
mouth is," said Wilson, who
was recently appointed coor
dinator for EMU's Center for
Multicultural Affairs. The
center is now located in 220
King Hall.
Wilson made the transition
to her new post after spending
seven years as a program co
ordinator for Campus Life
Programs. She is the fifth co
ordinator of the center since
its inception in 1990. The last
coordinator, Floyd Carroll,
left the post last year to go
back to school.
The Multicultural Center
serves the African American,
Latino and Native American
populations at Eastern. Wil
son said that about 15 percent
of EMU's total student popu
lation falls into one of those

Upcoming multicultural
events:
For more information on these
events, call 487-2377 or stop by
the offices at 220 King Hall.
Sept. IS
Hispanic Heritage Month
Oct.10-11
The EMU Pow Wow
This is a gathering of the Great
Lakes area's most prominent.
Native American singers
dancers, craftspeople and artists.
Oct.11
"Broken Pledges: Fraternities
and Sororities at the Crossroads"
(teleconference).
Dec.2
"Blacks and Latinos in Higher
Education: Coalition or
Competition?" (teleconference).
Jan.18

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 1999
Black History Month

fNSf'DE
WELCOME TO THE REAL WORLD!
MTV celebrities visit EMU as part of The Learning Center's
PAGE 3
effort to ilelp new students adJust to college life.
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Happy Anniversary!
These staff and faculty
members are celebrating
service anniversaries with
Eastern Michigan
In September. (NOTE:
Because there are so many
celebrating anniversaries
this month, we had to break
the list Into two parts. The
rest of the list wlll be
published In the
next issue.)
40 YEARS OR MORE

Paul Bird,
communication/theatre arts
Normajean Bennett,
associated health professions
John Sullivan,
chemistry
35-39 YEARS

John Pappas,
fine arts

John Van Haren,
fine arts
Malone Hall,
mailroom and postage
Franklin Case,
English language/literature
John Loree,
fine arts
Marvin Anderson,
fine arts

Asher answers opportunity knocking

McKenny custodian
helps others with
assistive listening
technology

By Julie Saksewski
Some might see Nan
Asher's custodial uniform and
make the assumption that she
does not have a degree. Of
course, if they saw Asher in
one of her EMU graduate
school classes they would
probably think she is a typical
student.
They would be wrong on
both counts.
Asher, a custodian in
McKenny Union, should have
her master's degree in inter
disciplinary technology in
August, but she is not typical.
Asher, who is hearing im
paired, is one of only 14 hear
ing technology research spe
cialists in the state of Michi
gan. As a hearing technology
research specialist, Asher
gives presentations to com
munity groups on assistive lis
tening technology, telecom
munication devices and alert
ing devices as well as other
aspects of hearing loss.

LISTENING DEVICE: Nan
Asher demonstrates the
TTY phone In McKenny.
Asher, who Is hearing
impaired, Is one of only 14
hearing technology
research specialists in
the state of Michigan.
The phone, located near
the elevator in McKenny,
helps the hearing impaired
communicate by phone.
excelled as an employee at
Eastern, being honored with a
Gold Medallion Service
Award in 1994.
"That was a very nice
honor. I was pleased with
that," said Asher.
Things have gone as
planned for Asher at Eastern
Michigan, but getting ajob on
campus was not part of it.
Asher was meeting her
mother for lunch one day when
she was confused for an inter
viewee. Asher got called into
the interviewer's office and
assumed it was because he
wanted to meet her because
her mother worked there. He
started asking her questions

"Everyone assumes that
everyone who is hearing im
paired signs," said Asher. "I
get upset with people who
think I pick and choose what I
hear."
Asher was diagnosed as
hearing impaired when she
was four. She wears a hearing
aid that amplifies sound to
100-105 decibels. Normal
hearing is about 60 decibels,
she said.
But that certainly has not
hindered her.
her
earning
After
bachelor's degree in health
administration in 1995, Asher
decided to begin work on her
master's degree. She has also

1111111
bands

Richard Fairfield,
fine arts
Annette Martin,
communication/theatre arts
John Sheard,
HPER&D

STAFF1NG ORIENTA
TION: Kathy Orcheln,
admissions (left) f Public
Safety were just two of the
many faculty and staff
helping parents and students
find their way around
campus during Eastern
Michigan's 1998 orientation.
Many faculty and staff
worked long hours to make
orientation run smoothly. An
estimated 5,000 people were
on campus during orienta
tion.

Nelly Ullman,
mathematics
Qulrlco Samonte,
teacher education
30-34 YEARS

Thomas Gwaltney,
teacher education

a,

Kurt Lauckner,
computer science

i,-:

Q.

James Walter,
mathematics

�

Stewart Work,
chemistry

en
w

Richard Goff,
history/philosophy

,-

en

::)
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and asked Asher if she could
start that evening.
"It was almost 13 years
ago when I was hired as a
temp. I remember being very
surprised and excited. Any
way, Mom and I talked at
lunch, then I dashed over to
King Hall and put in my ap
plication," she said.
"I had been away for two
years while my husband was
in the Army in North Caro
lina. As a kid growing up with
my folks, I didn't think about
stuff like benefits," said Asher.
"After talking to Mom, I was
hoping that I would eventu
ally get hired full time so I
could finish my degree. I knew
that tuition waiver was some
thing I planned to use ifl was
offered a full-time position."
Asher, who is in charge of
the second and third floor of
fices in McKenny and is also
a group leader, said that the
favorite part of her job is the
flexibility it offers her.
Asher isn't sure what her
future holds after she gets her
master's degree.
'Tm leaving my options
open," said Asher. "I really
would like to work with people
with disabilities." She said that
she would like to own her
own store featuring hearing
impaired equipment.
One thing that is for cer
tain is that Asher has gotten
an education.
"I've learned a lot about
my hearing loss and myself,"
said Asher.
Asher is available to give
assistive listening technology
demonstrations. To schedule
an demonstration of assistive
listening technology call
734.483. I 937
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Learning Center, Real World cast help students adjust to college

By Ward Mullens
Adjusting to and living with people from many
different backgrounds and cultures can be an expe
rience.
Syrus Yarbrough, Sean Duffy, Cynthia Rob
erts and Genesis Moss know the feeling. After all,
that is the premise of the Real World, the popular
Music Television Network real-life show on which
they appear every week.
It's also an experience that first-year Eastern
Michigan University students can relate to.
"This is the real world," said Dr. Lynette
Findley, director of The Learning Center at EMU.
The Learning Center sponsored the Sept. 1 appear
ance of the four Real World cast members at Pease
Auditorium to help new students come together and
learn that they are not alone in the experience.

"They need to learn how to deal with real
world issues," Findley said. "Some of them have no
idea how to deal with roommates or the other
different people they encounter at college."
The four MTV stars were asked to share their
Real World experiences and real world experi
ences. Among the topics discussed were mentoring,
diversity, conflict resolution and living with room
mates.
Three of the four cast members said they had at
least one person they considered a mentor.
"My mother is my mentor," said Roberts.
"My mother is everything for me," said
Yarbrough. "I also had a good high school counse
lor who helped me a lot. Her name was Mrs.
Durbin."
"It was my father," said Duffy. "He raised 1 1

kids and leads a good moral life."
Yarbrough said that everyone has something
to offer someone else and that students should try
to take the best of each person who serves as their
mentor.
"You have to take different pieces from differ
ent places in life," Yarbrough said. "You have to
know what to take and what to leave. I have a
really close friend. He took me under his wing and
I learned a lot from him. But he has this other side
that is drugs and divorce."
Each of the four said they don't consider them
selves role models, but are happy if their experi
ences can help others.
"They look up to you no matter what. The
show is a platform to share the lessons we have
learned," Duffy said.

Area restaurants cater to college of business with Bottom Line Cafe

Business students are famous for
seeking out the bottom line. Now
EMU's College of Business and five
local restaurant owners help them do
just that through an innovative part
nership.
The University and restaurateurs
have teamed up to establish The Bot
tom Line Cafe, located in the student
lounge area on the first level of the
College of Business. The cafe will
offer a standard menu supplemented
by specialty items offered by the indi-

vidual restaurants.
The cafe's grand opening is sched
uled from 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m., Mon
day, Sept. 14. President William E.
Shelton will officially open the cafe at
noon followed by food and entertain
ment. Stu�nts, faculty and staff are
invited to attend the celebration. The
restaurant owners will be on hand to
introduce faemselves.
Eastern Michigan University's
Dining Ser1ices staffwill kick off the
initial five weeks of service. Then,

restaurant owners George Farris of
One Man and a Pan; Louis Roumanis
of Louis' Cafe; Abe Asani of Abe's
Coney Island; Greg Bantianis of the
Wolverine Grill; and Ty Cool, of TC's
Speakeasy will service the cafe for
five weeks each.
In the past, students would have to
leave campus if they wanted to eat.
Food service will now be offered
Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. - 8
p.m. and 7 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fridays. The
cafe is closed weekends.

"This is a good example of the
benefits of collaboration between the
city and the University," said Jim
Vick, assistant vice president, Uni
versity Marketing and Student Af
fairs.
The schedule starts off with Abe's
Coney Island - Oct. 14-Nov. 13 fol
lowed by Louis' Cafe, Nov. 16-Dec.
18; The Wolverine Grill,Jan.6-Feb,
5; One Man and a Pan, Feb. 8 March 19; and TC's Speakeasy;
March 22-April 23.

Answering the basic questions about campus events
a.m.-3 p.m. University staff and stu
dents are encouraged to volunteer to
help out SAFE House Project for Do
mestic Violence. For more informa
tion, call Jeanne Jones at 487-3380 or
Melinda Ostrander at 487-0306.

Ford Gallery pre
sents "Forest Dance"
by Duane Paxson,
Sept. 9-0ct. 2. Open
ing reception Sept. 9,
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Call
487-1268.

Career conference set

The Career Services Center, along
The Rec/IM announces the fall with the College of Business and the
Total Fitness & Aerobics program ANR Pipeline, will sponsor the Eighth
beginning Monday, Sept. 14, 1998. Annual Ccllege of Business Career
This week consists of a variety of free Conference, Wednesday, Sept. 16, 8
aerobic classes. There will also be a.m.-6 p.n:.. Area employees along
step training sessions available from with EMU faculty and staffwill present
1 1:30 a.m.-noon, Monday, Wednes workshops and various job search
day, and Friday during free week only. strategies. The keynote speaker is
Starting Monday, Sept. 21, the aero Cindy Schlager, professional speaker
bic classes will cost $50 for unlimited and consultant. Call 487-4099 for de
classes. All faculty and staff who buy tails.
a Rec/IM membership will receive a
discount for the aerobics program Climb to financial success
during the fall semester. Attend 30
The CL:MB program will present
classes or more and receive a free t "Dollars and Sense," Sept. 14, 6 p.m.,
shirt plus and a chance to win a free McKenny Union Founders Room.
aerobic membership for the winter This workshop is designed to help
semester. The Total Fitness & Aero students identify their spending habits
bic classes offer a $3 drop-in program and attitudes. The aim is to empower
where you can attend any class at any students and others to make life en
time.
hancing choices. Information on per
For more information regarding sonal budgeting and investing will be
Total Fitness & Aerobics or personal supplied. For more information, call
training, call 487-1338.
487-2412.

Fall Into Fitness....

fering drop-in guided tours of the new
facility, Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Tours are available in the eve
nings Sept. 10, 16, 22, and 28 from 68 p.m. Saturday tours begin at noon.
Tours begin in the atrium lobby and
no reservations are required.
The library also is offering drop-in
sessions to introduce the Voyager on
line catalog system. The sessions are
Sept. 8-1 1 and 14-18, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday sessions will be Sept. 12 and
19, at 1 p.m. The sessions meet in
Room 110, Main Floor. Appointments
can be made for evening sessions.
Call 487-0020, ext 2 139.

Sing a song!

The EMU University Choir wel
comes faculty and staff members who
love to sing and can rehearse from 33:50 p.m., Monday-Thursday. The
choir will be singing works by Mozart,

Library offers
"Washtenaw United Way Day of tours, workshops

Show you care

Caring '98" is set for Sept. 10, 7:30

The Bruce T. HaJle Library is oft
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Britten, Goldman, and Mendelssohn.
Concerts are scheduled for Friday,
Oct. 23, at Pease Auditorium; The
Festival of Lessons and Carols, Sun
day, Dec. 6, 2:30 and 5:30 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church of
Ypsilanti. Tenors and basses are
especially encouraged to participate.
Call Dr. Len Riccinto at 487-0280
for additional information.

Col'.rections

-I
In the Sept. 1 issue of FOCUS C:
EMU, the library dedication was set
DJ
as Saturday, Oct. 9. The day is Friday, Oct. 9.
]<

c

If you have an event you would like to en
m
make the campus aware of, please call "tJ
:-1
4 8 74400
or send it to 18 Welch Hall.
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Eastern players ready for N FL debuts
a 10-3 halftime deficit to tie
the game at 10. A fumbled
punt by the Eagles led to the
winning field goal by North
ern Iowa. Eagles quarterback
Walt Church finished his 1998
debut completing 30-56 pass
ing attempts for 296 yards and
a touchdown. Eastern travels
to Muncie Sept. 12 to face
Mid American Conference
rival Ball State. The Eagles
next home game is against
Marshall, Sept. 26, noon.

Ravens. According to a report
in USA TODAY, Dalton's
"knack for getting to the ball"
helped him land the job.
Batch was drafted in the
second round by the Detroit
Lions.
Extra points:
Speaking of Batch, he was
on the sidelines for the Eagles
season opener Sept. 1 against
Northern Iowa. Eastern lost
the game 13-10 to the Pan
thers. EMU battled back from

The National Football
League kicked off its season
Sept. 6 and two former East
ern Michigan players were
among the rookies to make a
team.
Aside from Detroit Li
ons backup quar�rback
Charlie Batch, former EMU
defensive tackle Lional
Dalton has also landed on a
professional roster. Dalton,
a free agent, has earn a posi
tion with the Baltimore

Ifyou can't be at the games,
you can still follow the action
by listening to WEMU (89.1
FM).
If you want to know about
the xs and os of the game,
don't miss The Rick Rasnick
Show, 7 p.m., each Wednes
day. WTKA Radio, 1050AM,
broadcasts the show from the
Tower Inn Restaurant, 701 W.
Cross. Coach Rasnick answers
questions and shares his in
sight on the football season.

Why I teach at
Eastern M ichigan U n iversity

I

To be considered for vacant
positions, all Promotional
Openings Application Forms
MUST BE SUBMITTED di
rectly to the Compensation/Em
ployment Services Office and
received no later than 4:45 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. I S . NOTE:
LATE OR INCOMPLETE
FORMS WILL NOT BE AC
CEPTED.
Vacancy information may
also be obtained by calling our
24-hour Jobs Line at 487-0016.
Compensation/Employment
Services office hours are Mon
day - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
The Compensation/Em
ployment Services Office an
nounces the following vaca n 
cies.

C@ld;lt;tJt1:!=Jjl=iM;IO•
( m1mum •· ee y aary)

CSEN9903 CS-04 $764.62
Data Entry Clerk U, Financial
Aid.
CSAA9904 CS-OS $864.04
Senior Secretary, Interdiscipli
nary Technology. Grant Dura
tion: 9-21-98 to 9-21-0 I .

teach at EMU because the focus here is on

PROFESSIONAUTECH.

(Minimum Bi-Weekly Salary)

learning, not teaching. This is an important

PTUR9903 PT-07 $1 ,060.91
Administrative Associate I,
University Computing.

distinction. I constantly think about what stu

dents are actually learning, because students often

ADMIN./PROF�SSIONAL

do not learn what their teachers are teaching.

(Minimum Semi-Monthly Salary)

I believe that students learn from what they

-

JOBSLINE

APAA9901 AP-09 $1,510.04
Administrative Associate: Col
lege of Technology, College of
Technology.

do, more than from what teachers do. Students learn
when they are thinking, solving problems, commu
nicating in talk and writing, especially when they

APBF990 1 AP-09 $1,510.04
Manager: Student Accounting.
Student Accounting.

do these things together. I'm most effective as a
teacher when I serve as organizer, guide, coach and

CAMPUS POLICE

mentor. Perhaps it's more precise to say that I am

(Minimum Bi.Weekly Salary)

not a teacher; I am a director of learning.

CPBF9901 CP-01 $1,106.33
Officer: Campus Police, Public
Safety.

This directing cannot be done at a distance.
It's a highly personal, one-on-one activity. Electronic

An Affirmative Action/Equal
Opportunity Employer

gizmos can dispense information--computers are
wonderful tools-but they cannot inspire or care
about students.

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

I teach at EMU because I care about students

Tiu 1.,uirn'ini £I.gt

and their learning. Eastern Michigan has always

FOCUS EMU is published weekly
from September to April for East
ern Michigan University faculty and
staff. Please send all submissions
to: Editor, Focus EMU, Office of
Public Information, 1 8 Welch Hall.
Please direct questions to487-4400.

supported my efforts to be the best possible teacher.
I feel I belong here.

Robert Kraft, Ph.D
Professor of English

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY™
-C� ,lutrnini £A.it
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Office of Public Information

Pamela Young, director
Pat Mroczek, mangJnews services
Ward MuDens, FocusEMU editor
Dick Schwarze, univ. photographer
Linda Rider, editorial services
Sherry Miller, senior secretary
Julie Saksewski, student intern
Candise Green, student writer
Tiffany Defibaugh, photographer

